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On the 29th of October 2010, at 7.30 in the evening,  seven members, Marcel Borg, 

Gemma Refalo, Glenn Mercieca, Kimberly Saliba, Kirsten 

Sacco, Lark Falzon and Amanda Gauci, representing 

Xg� ajra Scout Group (www.xghajrascouts.org ), met at the 

airport.  The participants  boarded the Ryan Air fl ight 

from Malta International Airport to Trapani Airport  in 

Sicily.  From Trapani, they made their way to their  

guesthouse, Giorgio’s House (www.giorgioshouse.com ) in Palermo where there were 

given a warm welcome.    

 

The following day, the seven participants as well a s Giorgio, the Italian Guide, left 

palermo at 6.30 in the morning to Etna, Rifugio Cit elli.  

Each carrying 19Kg/24Kg backpacks, the scouts made 

their way to Rifugio Timparossa, in foggy weather 

followed by an ascent to the 

sandy Lava ash and rocks.  

The first base camp was set at Rifugio Timparossa where 

food and sleeping tents were prepared for the frist  night.  

The total kilometers covered the first day was 11km plus 



about 470mt of ascent.  

 The next day, the participants woke up early to embark on 

the 2nd day of the journey.  This day was the day of the 

impossble for the reason that the participants had to reach 

the top of the North East crater, in spite of expected storms.  

The North East Craters is the 

most difficult one because of 

strong winds and the quantity level of snow.  These  two 

natured elements made it difficult for the hikers, but the 

participants undertook the challange bravley and ar rived 

where they wanted.  The strength and courage that was 

showed was turned into honour at the top of the cra ter.  

The participants were back at the base camp after covering 

24km in 13 hours and 1850mt of ascent.   

 

The third day of the journey had to be the last because of 

very foul weather, strong wind, rain and hail.  Aft er lunch 

at the Rifugio Timparossa at 3 p.m. we had to move back 

to Piano Provenzana in 80 Km/h winds and heavy rain .  

The team had to forget the original path because it was 

impossable due to the blistering heavy winds.  At 

sunset, and in the dark, we got finally to the last  part of 

the path and, in strong rain, we made it back to Piano 

Provenzana, safe and sound.  From Piano Provenza, the 

shuttle van drove us to Palermo, back to Giorgio’s 

House, all wet, tired but with a big satisfied smil e on our faces.  



The following day it was time to leave Palermo 

for Malta.  It was difficult to leave but all good 

things must come to an end.  

 

 

All the contingent would like to thank Giorgio Lo C icero for the warm welcome, 

leadership and for all his hard work. 

 

  

  


